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1. Introduction 
The Humboldt County Resource Conservation District (HCRCD) is the lead agency for the Salt River Ecosystem 
Restoration Project (SEREP). The SRERP is a large restoration project consisting of excavating and restoring seven 
miles of the Salt River channel and enhancing over 300 acres of a tidal estuary located in the lower Eel River Delta. 
Construction of the tidal estuary component of the SRERP, known as Riverside Ranch, was completed in 2013. 
Riverside Ranch is owned by the California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) and is operated as the Salt River 
Unit of the Eel River Wildlife Area (Figure 1). 

1.1 Purpose of this Plan 
This Public Access Plan (Plan) is developed for the HCRCD to meet the requirements of Coastal Development Permit 
(CDP) Amendment No. 1-10-032-A5 Condition 22: Final Public Access Plan. The Plan describes public access 
amenities and operations on Riverside Ranch of the SRERP. HCRCD will implement this plan in coordination with 
CDFW.    

1.2 Location 
All public access amenities have been designed on CDFW’s Riverside Ranch property (Figure 1). Riverside Ranch is 
located in the Eel River Floodplain. This constrained project components and influenced the siting and design of public 
access amenities. Access to Riverside Ranch is via Riverside Road. The County of Humboldt holds a right-of-way 
easement for the majority of Riverside Road, and the remainder is privately owned by CDFW. 

Consideration was given to locating the boating access on the opposite side of the Salt River, near the end of Port 
Kenyon Road, a Humboldt County public roadway to support open public use. Following a formal inquiry with the State 
Lands Commission in May 2022, this was determined infeasible. The jurisdiction of the State Lands Commission in 
this area is limited to the Ordinary High Water Mark and does not extend to the Port Kenyon Road. Thus, there is a 
gap of private property between Port Kenyon Road and the State Lands Commission’s jurisdiction that would require 
acquisition or a formal easement to support public access in the future.  

Similarly, preliminary design considered access to the Riverside Ranch property via a footbridge between Port Kenyon 
Road and CDFW’s Riverside Ranch property over the Salt River, avoiding the need to access the Riverside Ranch 
property from Riverside Road. The footbridge was also considered infeasible, as there is not currently public property 
along Port Kenyon Road suitable for siting bridge footings above the Ordinary High Water mark, along with parking 
facilities.  
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2. Public Access Amenities  
Public Access amenities will be developed at Riverside Ranch as implementation funding becomes available, under 
the guidance of this plan. Figure 2 provides an overview of public access amenities. Public Access Design Plans are 
included in Appendix A. Design features have been located in mapped upland areas to avoid impacts to wetlands and 
other sensitive habitats.  

2.1 Major Amenities 
2.1.1 Trails and Rest Areas 
The Riverside Ranch property will provide public access in the form of a pedestrian trail located atop an existing berm 
that skirts the newly restored tidal marsh area. The gravel trail will be approximately two miles long and 12 feet wide. 
The trail will extend the entire length of the existing berm. An existing fence along the western side of the berm will be 
maintained in place to manage cattle on adjacent properties. The out-and-back trail will include three overlook areas 
off the trail with benches, interpretive signage, and/or picnic tables.  

2.1.2 Boating Access  
A boating put-in and take-out access point for non-motorized boating will provide boating access to the property for the 
public. The boat launch will provide access to and from Salt River from the parking area. The boat launch trail will be 
an 8-foot wide, gravel pathway with an 8% longitudinal slope into the river.  

2.1.3 Public Vehicular Access and Parking 
Vehicular Access 
Riverside Ranch is accessible via Riverside Road. Between the recorded roadway easement to Humboldt County and 
ownership by CDFW, there is continuous public access from Dillon Road to CDFW’s Riverside Ranch property (see 
Appendix B). Access to the property will be provided via an improved 12-foot-wide gravel access road via Riverside 
Road. The access road includes two turnaround areas for public and emergency vehicle use: one at the property 
entrance before the property access gate and another at the parking area before trail access gate.  

Vehicular Parking Areas 
Day-use public vehicle parking will be available on the Riverside Ranch property. The new gravel parking area will 
contain 14 vehicle parking spaces with concrete wheel stops, one ADA space, and a loading/unloading zone that will 
accommodate bus parking.  

2.1.4 Accessibility Standards 
The trail and trail amenities have been developed based on the 2014 United States Access Board: Outdoor Developed 
Areas Guide. Outdoor Recreation Access Route elements include a concrete connection from the parking area to the 
trailhead and constructed features, such as picnic tables. The guide notes that a trail of this type does not need to be 
paved to meet Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirements and recommends a firm and stable surface for the 
trail, which will be accomplished through compaction and/or stabilizers.  



 

GHD | Humboldt County Resource Conservation District | 12563417 | Riverside Ranch Public Access Plan 4 
 

2.2 Supporting Amenities  
2.2.1 Visitor Serving Amenities  
Trash and Recycling Receptables 
Wildlife safe receptables will be installed at the parking area.   

Picnic Tables 
Multiple picnic tables will be located adjacent to the parking area and 
within one of the trail resting areas. 

Benches 
Multiple benches will provide seating at all three trail resting areas. 

Bike Racks 
Multiple bike racks will be provided at the parking area.  

Restrooms 
No restroom will be available onsite. 

2.2.2 Signage 
Signage will be installed onsite to delineate public access areas, regulate 
appropriate uses, provide wayfinding, and share educational and 
interpretive information. Public access rules and use regulations signage 
will be installed at or near the property entry gate. Wayfinding signage 
will be located at the boat launch and towards the beginning of the trail. 
Interpretive signs will be located at the parking area, towards the 
beginning of the trail, and at each of the resting spots. See Public Access 
Design Plan in Appendix A for sign locations.  

Interpretive sign content will be developed by CDFW in collaboration with 
the Wiyot Tribe and Bear River Band of the Rohnerville Rancheria to 
include the Wiyot language. Signs will highlight native fauna and flora, 
historic land uses, and will also acknowledge the stakeholders and 
funders including HCRCD, CDFW, Wiyot Tribe, Bear River Band of the 
Rohnerville Rancheria, California Coastal Commission, and others. 

2.2.3 Site Security  
Site security and access restrictions will be facilitated by gates and 
fencing. A property access gate at the property entrance will prevent 
unauthorized access to the property. A new fence will be constructed 
from the gate to the parking area along the improved access road. At the 
parking area, two additional gates (to the trail and boat launch) will be 
installed in order to manage public access and grazing operations. Gates 
will be maintained and controlled by CDFW. Lastly, a new fence will be 
constructed between the public access trail and existing barn to prevent 
public access to the barn.   
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3. Operations
All public access areas and amenities will be available to the general public free of charge during daylight hours (one 
hour before sunrise to one hour after sunset) for a minimum of 36 weekends per year. Additionally, guided tours can 
be arranged wth CDFW or their cooperating partners by request(e.g., educational school trips, bird watching events). 
Allowable uses are described below.  

3.1 Types of Use 
Uses consistent with the site could include passive, non-extractive, pedestrian-related activities and recreation (i.e., 
hiking, walking, bird watching) and non-motorized boat usage. Uses have been selected to avoid impacts to 
agricultural uses on and near the Riverside Ranch property, as well as sensitive coastal resources. The property will 
not support motorized (including electric) vehicles beyond the parking area, aside from emergency or maintenance 
access on the berm. The property also will not support bicycle, equestrian, or overnight use. Dogs will not be permitted 
on the property.  

3.1.1 Site Visits 
The public will have access to the Riverside Ranch public access areas during 36 weekends per year during daylight 
hours. The public can also visit the site by scheduling a guided site tour with CDFW or their cooperating partners. To 
reduce vehicle impact on rural roads, CDFW will encourage carpooling. CDFW will carefully monitor public access to 
prevent impacts to coastal resources and adjacent land uses. 

3.1.2 River Access 
Kayakers are currently accessing the property via informal launching areas along Salt River. The new non-motorized 
boating access area will be accessible to water-based users. Use of the boating access area from the Riverside 
Ranch property will be limited to use during open weekends. 

3.1.3 Hunting 
Hunting from the trail will not be allowed; however, waterfowl hunting from Salt River via watercraft is permissible per 
existing CDFW wildlife refuge policies.  

3.2 Management Regulations 
All regulations and management approaches will follow CDFW land management policies for wildlife refuges. CDFW 
is currently updating their Eel River Wildlife Area land management plan, which will continue to include the Riverside 
Ranch property and consistent with this document. 

3.3 Emergency Access 
The Riverside Ranch property is within the service area of Ferndale Volunteer Fire Department (FVFD), California 
Department of Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL FIRE), and the Humboldt County Sherriff’s Office. First responders 
would arrive via rural roads leading to Riverside Road. Emergency vehicles could traverse the trail if needed. Site 
improvements include two vehicle turnaround locations designed to accommodate emergency vehicles.  

3.4 Maintenance 
CDFW will maintain the facility on an as-needed basis
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